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Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 

for  the  Year  1941. 


To  THE  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Urban  District  Councie  of  Urmston. 

Radies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  to  you  my  annual  report 
on  the  health  and  sanitary  conditions  of  the  district. 

The  report  deals  with  the  year  ending  December  31st, 
1941,  and  the  arrangements  of  sections  is  the  same  as  in  previous 
reports,  but  the  report  has  been  further  condensed  in  accordance 
with  instructions  from  the  Ministry  of  Health  and  certain  tables 
and  figures,  including  population  are  omitted. 

SECTION  A.— GEOGRAPHICAL  AND  SOCIAL 
CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA. 

The  geographical  conditions  of  the  area  have  been  dealt 
with  in  previous  reports.  The  estimate  of  population  by  the 
Registrar  General  does  not  differ  materially  from  the  estimate  for 
the  previous  year. 

VITAL  STATISTICS. 

BIRTH  RATE — total  number  of  births  in  the  district 
was  10  less  than  in  the  previous  year.  The  birth  rate  per  thousand 
of  the  estimated  population  was  15.2,  that  for  England  and 
Wales  for  the  same  period  being  14.2.  Still  births  numbered  16, 
as  against  22  in  the  preceding  year  and  27  during  1939.  The 
following  table  gives  comparative  birth  rates  ]3er  thousand  of  the 
estimated  population  for  Urmston  and  for  England  and  Wales  for 
the  past  hve  years. 


Birth  rates  per  1,000  estimated  population. 


Year. 

Urmston 

England  and 

U.D. 

Wales. 

1937 

17.3 

14.9. 

1938 

16.6 

15.1. 

1939 

16.6 

15.0. 

1940 

15.4 

14.6. 

1941 

15.2 

14.2. 

INFANT  MORTALITY. — death  rate  of  infants  under  one 
year  of  age  per  1,000  live  births  was  the  largest  for  five  years, 
being  64.8,  a  higher  figure  than  that  for  England  and  Wales, 
namely,  59.  Sixty  per  cent,  of  the  deaths  took  place  outside 
the  Ehmiston  district  in  Hospitals,  Nursing  Homes,  etc.  About 
half  the  deaths  occurred  in  the  first  five  weeks  of  life  and  one- 
fifth  of  the  deaths  in  the  first  few  days  after  birth.  The  principal 
causes  of  death  were  pneumonia  or  bronchitis  11,  prematurity  6, 
accidental  4,  intracranial  haemorrhage  3,  gastro-enteritis  2,  con¬ 
vulsions  2,  infectious  disease  2,  marasmus  1,  tetany  1. 

MATERNAL  MORTALITY — One  death  occurred  during  the 
year  from  maternal  causes,  giving  a  maternal  death  rate  per  1,000 
live  and  still  births  of  1,-85.  The  general  rate  for  England  and 
Wales  for  the  year  was  2.77,  which  was  the  lowest  in  three  years. 
No  death  occurred  in  the  district  from  puerperal  sepsis. 

GENERAL  DEATH  RATE. — d^he  crude  death  rate  per  1,000 
of  the  estimated  population  was  10.9,  which  was  lower  than  that 
for  the  previous  year  when  it  was  12.2.  The  figures  for  the  last 
five  years  are  given  below  for  Urmston  and  for  England  and 


Wales. 

Crude  death  rate  per 

1,000  of  estimated  population. 

Year 

Urmston 

England  and 

U.D. 

Wales. 

1937 

9.9 

12.4. 

1938 

9.1 

11.6. 

1939 

10.1 

12.1. 

1940 

12.2 

14.3. 

1941 

10.9 

12.9. 

The  deaths  from  bronchitis,  pneumonia  and  other  res- 
l)iratory  diseases  show  a  decline  compared  with  the  previous  year 
but  were  still  considerably  above  those  for  the  preceding  years. 
The  following  ’table  gives  the  figures  for  the  past  five  years, 
including  deaths  from  tuberculosis  of  the  respiratory  system, 
which  are  lower  this  year  than  in  any  of  the  previous  four  years. 


Tuberculous  of  Other 
respiratory  Respiratory 


Year. 

Bronchitis. 

Pneumonia. 

system . 

Disease. 

Total. 

1937 

3 

26 

15 

4 

48. 

1938 

4 

9 

13 

1 

27. 

1939 

8 

19 

13 

3 

43. 

1940 

49 

28 

13 

9 

99. 

1941 

31 

23 

8 

4 

66. 

Only  three  deaths  were  attributed  to  influenza  as  against 
15  in  the  preceding  year.  No  deaths  occurred  from  measles, 
but  two  were  attributed  to  whooping  cough  and  two  to  diarrhoea 
under  the  age  of  two  years.  One  death  occurred  from  diphtheria 
and  7  from  cerebro-spinal  fever,  this  latter  figure  being  the  highest 
for  five  years.  It  is  satisfactory  to  note  that  no  deaths  occurred 
from  puerperal  sepsis  during  the  year  nor  in  the  two  previous 
years.  The  deaths  attributed  to  cancer  were  the  largest  for  five 
years,  being  55. 

SECTION  B.— GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH 
-  SERVfCES  FOR  THE  AREA. 

(a)  laboratory  FACILITIES — There  has  been  no  change 
ill  the  arrangements  since  the  last  report.  The  number  of 
examinations  carried  out  during  1941  was  168,  made  up  as 
follows  :  — 


Swabs  :  — 

Diphtheria  . 134. 

Other  Specimens  :  — 

Blood  (for  Widal  tests)  .  2. 

Faeces  .  2. 

Sputum  .  3. 

Miek  :  — 

Biological  .  14. 

Bacteriological  . 11. 

Water  :  — 

Swimming  Bath  .  2. 


(b)  AMBULANCE  FACILITIES — These  are  provided  by  the 
Stretford  and  Urmston  Joint  Brigade,  which  has  two  ambulances 
available  for  non-infectious  cases  of  sickness,  accident  cases,  and 
maternity  patients.  The  Council  has  recently  insured  for  all 
purposes  a  Civil  Defence  Ambulance  presented  by  the  late  j\Irs. 
Alker  and  this  is  kept  in  continuous  readiness  to  supplement  the 
Ambulances  of  the  Joint  Brigade,  should  neither  of  them  be  avail¬ 
able  in  an  emergency. 

For  the  removal  of  infectious  diseases,  the  ambulances 
lielonging  to*  the  Salford  Corporation  and  the  Bury  and  District 
Hospital  Board  are  available,  the  latter  for  cases  of  small-pox. 

(c)  MEDICAL  AND  NURSING  FACILITIES  IN  THE  HOME — 

There  has  been  no  change  in  these  arrangements  since  my  last 
report. 


(d)  TREATMENT  CENTRES  AND  CLiNIGS.—  Child  Welfare 
Centres.. — There  are  three  Welfare  Centres  for  mothers  and 
babies  in  the  district  and  these  are  under  the  control  of  the 
Lancashire  County  Council.  These  are  held  as  follows:  — 

Flixton . Alker  Hall,  Flixton  Road.  Tuesdays  2-0 — 4-0  p.ni. 

Davyhuhne) . . .The  Moorlands,  Cornhill  Mondays  2-0^ — 4-0  p. in. 
Urmston  )...  Road,  Davyhuhne.  Wednesdays  2-0 — 4-0  p.m. 

The  number  of  attendances  at  these  centres  totals  9,031 
during  the  year,  compared  with  9,799  in  the  previous  year,  and 
12,830  in  1939. 

ANTE. NATAL  CLINICS. — These  are  held  as  under  : — ■ 

(1)  ^‘The.  Moorlands,”  Cornhill  Road,  Davyhuhne — 

Fridays,  2-0 — 4-0  p.m. 

(2)  Welfare  Centre,  Green  Lane,  Patricroft — 

Fridays,  9-30 — 12  noon,  and  2-0 — 4-0  p.m. 

SCHOOL  CLINIC  ARRANGEMENTS — The  facilities,  pro¬ 
vided  by  the  Lancashire  County  Council,  are  as  set  out  in  my 
Report  for  1939. 

TUBERCULOSIS  DISPENSARY. — The  arrangements  at  the 
Lancashire  County  Council  Dispensary,  28,  Gilda  Brook  Road, 
Eccles,  are  as  stated  in  my  Report  for  1939. 

(e)  HOSPITALS—PUBLIC  AND  VOLUNTARY  . 

(1)  GENERAL  HOSPITAL  ACCOMMODATION —  There  has 
been  no  change  in  these  arrangements  since  my  last  report. 

(2)  ACCOMMODATION  FOR  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES - 

Cases  of  small-pox  are  treated  at  the  Ainsworth  Hospital,  Bury, 
under  an  Agreement  with  the  Bury  and  District  Joint  Hospital 
Board. 

Other  infectious  diseases  are  treated  at  the  Ladywell 
Sanatorium  by  agreement  with  the  Salford  Corporation  who  have 
recently  agreed  to  include  typhus  fever  should  any  cases  arise  in 
the  district. 

(3)  MATERNITY  HOSPITALS. — The  Lancashire  County 
Council  Maternity  Scheme  provides  for  Hospital  accommodation 
at  the  Urmston  Cottage  Hospital,  and  for  cases  of  urgency,  or 
where  difficulty  is  anticipated  in  the  confinement,  to  be  accom¬ 
modated  at  Hope  Hospital.  There  is  one  private  Nursing  Home 
registered  by  the  County  Council  in  the  District. 


SECTION  C.— SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE 

AREA. 


WATER  SUPPLY,  DRAINAGE,  SEWERAGE,  RIVERS  AND 
STREAMS, — There  is  nothing  of  importance  to  note  in  the  year 
under  review. 

SANITARY  ACCOMMODATION, — The  number  of  houses  on 
the  water  carriage  system  is  11,204,  and  the  number  of  fresh 
water  closets  11,400.  There  are  41  pail  closets  in  the  district  and 
5  dry  ash  pits. 

PUBLIC  CLEANSING, — In  consequence  of  the  necessity  for 
curtailing  the  report,  the  usual  section  dealing  with  this  service 
is  omitted. 

SANITARY  INS'PECTiuNS', — The  number  of  visits  of  in¬ 
spection  to  premises  during  the  year  was  2,922.  The  number  of 
nuisances  or  defects  discovered  was  114  of  which  98  w^ere  abated. 
Notices  were  served  in  85  cases  (47  .informal  and  38  statutory). 
No  legal  proceedings  were  taken. 

ERADICATION  OF  BED  BUGS  DURING  THE  YEAR _ During 

the  year,  22  houses  were  found  to  be  infested.  Disinfestation 
was  carried  out  in  each  case,  all  woodwork  being  removed  where 
necessary,  and  rooms  sprayed  with  ‘‘Zaldecide”  and  afterwards 
fumigated  with  ‘‘Fumoid”  Blocks. 

SECTION  D.— HOUSING. 

No  new  houses  were  erected  during  the  year  either  by 
the  Local  Authority  or  by  any  other  persons. 

SECTION  E.— INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION 

OF  FOOD. 

MILK  SUPPLY _ 

(a)  Licences.— The  following  licences  under  the  Milk 
(Special  Designations)  Orders  1936  and  1938  have  been  issued 


to  dealers  :  — 

Tuberculin  Tested  milk  (1)  Bottling . . nil. 

(2)  Distribution . nil. 

Accredited  milk  (1)  Bottling .  1 

(2)  Distribution .  1 


(3)  Producers’  Licence 

issued  by  County  Council  1 


Pasteurised  milk  (1)  Plants . . ..Nil 

(2)  Retail  distributors. .  2 


(b)  Dairies,  Miek  Shops,  etc. 

The  inspections  of  these  premises  during  the  year  num¬ 
ber  70.  There  are  in  the  district  26  Milk  Purveyors. 

(c)  PkiRMS. 

There  are  11  Dairy  P'arms  and  about  220  cows  in  the 
district.  Inspections  during  the  year  numbered  118. 

(d)  Samples. 

(1)  Samples  submitted  for  biological  tests  numbered  14, 
all  of  which  gave  negative  results  for  tubercle 
bacilli. 

(2)  Samples  submitted  for  bacteriological  tests  num¬ 
bered  11,  of  which  6  were  satisfactory  and  5  un¬ 
satisfactory. 

As  was  the  case  last  year  the  taking  of  samples  was 
somewhat  restricted,  and  attention  was  directed  to  the  taking  of 
samples  from  sources  thought  likely  to  be  unsatisfactory,  and  this 
accounts  for  the  high  percentage  of  unsatisfactory  results,  in 
samples  under  (2). 

Appropriate  action  was  taken  in  all  unsatisfactory  cases. 

During  September  an  investigation  was  conducted  into 
the  occurrence  of  a  large  number  of  diarrhoea  and  vomiting  over 
a  period  of  three  days  in  a  factory  in  Trafford  Park.  The  food 
consumed  had  been  of  a  very  varied  character  in  the  cases  exhib¬ 
iting  symptoms,  and  the  only  common  factor  appeared  to  be  the 
drinking  of  tea  or  milk  in  the  canteen.  The  canteen  was  in¬ 
spected  and  found  to  be  infested  with  flies,  the  storage  of  milk 
was  unsatisfactory  and  there  was  a  refuse  dump  close  to  the  milk 
store. 

Samples  of  milk  taken  on  arrival  at  the  factory  were 
submitted  for  bacteriological  examination  and  the  reports  showed 
precence  of  B.  Coli.  in  all  tubes  and  an  excessive  number  of 
bacteria  on  cultivation.  No  organisms  of  the  food  poisoning 
group  were  isolated.  Steps  were  taken  in  collaboration  with 
the  firm  to  improve  the  storage  of  milk  at  the  factory;  and  the 
matter  of  the  milk  supply  was  also  taken  up  with  the  supplying 
firm.  No  further  trouble  has  been  reported  from  the  factory 
since. 

MEAT  AND  OTHER  FOODS. — There  is  nothing  calling  for 
special  comment  during  the  year. 


SECTION  F— PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL 
OVER  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 


NOTIFIABL£  DISEASES. — Notifications  of  cases  amongst 
civilians  numbered  514  against  1,017  in  the  previous  year,  the 
decline  being  due  to  the  reduced  number  of  notifications  of 
measles,  the  peak  of  the  epidemic  having  occurred  in  the  previous 
year. 

There  was  an  epidemic  of  whooping  cough,  however, 
during  the  first  half  of  the  year,  316  cases  being  notified,  the 
largest  number  occurring  in  March  when  the  notifications  num¬ 
bered  77.  Diphtheria  cases  numbered  21,  a  slight  increase  upon 
the  previous  year.  There  were  no  cases  of  typhoid  fever  against 
three  in  the  previous  year,  but  there  was  an  increase  in  the  cases 
of  cerebro-spinal  fever  as  stated  below.  Scarlet  fever  continued 
to  decline  for  the  fifth  year  in  succession,  only  18  cases  being 
notified,  this  being  about  half  the  number  notified  in  1940  and 
in  1939.  Cases  of  pneumonia  showed  a  decline  from  54  to  42. 

MEASLES. — number  of  cases  notified  was  113  amongst 
the  civilian  population  as  against  832  in  th  epreceding  year.  The 
largest  number  notified  in  any  month  was  in  May  when  23  cases 
were  notified;  only  12  cases  were  notified  in  the  last  quarter  of  the 
year. 

WHOOPI  NO  OOUOH. — Xn  the  first  six  months  of  the  year 
the  monthly  notifications  of  whooping  cough  were  as  follows  :  45, 
39,  77,  27,  41,  38.  In  the  last  six  months  of  the  year  only  49 
cases  were  reported.  Two  deaths  were  attributed  to  this  disease 
during  the  year. 

DIPHTHERIA — number  of  cases  notified  numbered  37 
of  whom  21  were  civilians.  The  following  table  shows  the  in¬ 
cidence  of  diphtheria  in  various  age  groups  in  the  years  1939,  1940, 
1941,  and  in  the  first  six  months  of  1942. 


NOTIFICATIONS  OF  DIPHTHERIA  AMONGST  CIVILIANS 

(1st  January,  1939 — 30th  June,  1942). 

Under 


Year. 

5 

5—14. 

15—19. 

20—34. 

35  &  over. 

Total. 

1939. 

7 

16 

3 

6 

2 

34. 

1940. 

4 

8 

— 

6 

— 

18. 

1941. 

7 

7 

3 

1 

2 

20. 

1942. 

(first  6 
months) . 

2 

2. 

There  was  one  death  from  diphtheria  during-  the  year, 
this  being  in  a  child  who  had  not  been  immunised.  The  number 
of  cases  of  diphtheria  occurring  amongst  children  who  had  been 
previously  immunised  was  one;  this  child  had  been  given  two  in¬ 
jections  by  a  private  practitioner  in  another  district  in  1939  and 
had  a  very  mild  attack  of  diphtheria  during  1941. 


G£..REBRO_SPINAL  FEVER. — There  were  32  cases  of  this 
disease  notified  during  the  year,  of  whom  13  were  civilians,  this 
being  a  considerable  increase  on  the  two  previous  years;  7  deaths 
were  attributed  to  cerebro-spinal  fever  during  the  year,  as  against 
2  in  the  previous  year  and  3  in  1939. 

SCABIES. — Xhe  Scabies  Order  came  into  force  on  28th 
October,  1941.  During  the  rest  of  the  year  34  cases  came  to  the 
notice  of  the  Public  Health  Department,  either  from  the  Man¬ 
chester  Skin  Hospital  or  from  the  local  School  Clinic,  or  from 
local  medical  practitioners.  Thirty  households  were  visited  and 
advice  given  by  members  of  the  staff.  Disinfection  was  carried 
out  in  12  households.  Many  children  were  treated  at  the 
School  Clinic  and  leaflets  concerning  the  disease  given  to  parents. 
At  the  time  of  writing  this  report  it  would  appear  that  there  has 
been  a  substantial  decline  in  the  incidence  of  this  troublesome 
condition  within  the  district. 

ARRANGEMENTS  FOR  IMMUNISATION  AND 
PROVISION  OF  ANTITOXIN,  VACCINES,  ETC.,  FOR 
THE  TREATMENT  AND  PREVENTION  OF  INFECTIOUS 
DISEASES  :  -- 

(a)  Diphtheria— 

(1)  Antitoxin  is  provided  free  by  the  Council  and  is  avail¬ 
able  at  local  chemists  and  also  at  the  Urmston  Police 
Station  by  day  or  night  at  times  when  chemists’  sup¬ 
plies  are  not  available, 

(2)  Immunisation.  The  scheme  of  diphtheria  immunisa¬ 
tion  commenced  in  1937,  continues  to  work  satisfac¬ 
torily.  Leaflets  were  distributed  in  Infants’  Schools 
and  local  Welfare  Centres;  more  interest  was  manifest 
in  1941  than  at  any  time  since  the  beginning  of  the 
War,  over  nine  hundred  children  being  immunised 
during  the  year. 


Number  of  children  immunised  against  Diphtheria  :  — 


Year 

School 

Children. 

Children  under 
School  Age. 

Total 

1937  . 

397 

55 

452 

1938  . 

1132 

251 

1383 

1939  . 

151 

116 

267 

1940  . 

64 

69 

133 

1941  . 

534 

38i 

918 

Total 

2278 

875 

3153 

No  Schick  Tests  were  performed  during  the  year  at  the 

Clinics. 

In  addition  to  the  facilities  provided  at  these  sessions  at 
the  Clinic,  it  was  decided  by  resolution  of  the  Council  in  Decem¬ 
ber,  1940,  that  medical  practitioners  be  supplied  free  of  cost  with 
immunising  materials  for  use  in  their  Surgeries  for  children  resi¬ 
dent  in  the  district. 

On  the  30th  June,  1942^.  it  was  estimated  that  of  the  children 
under  5  years  of  age  in  the  district  40  per  cent,  had  been  im¬ 
munised  and  of  the  children  between  5  and  15  years  of  age,  60 
per  cent,  had  been  immunised,  these  estimtes  including  children 
in  the  area  immunised  by  i)rivate  arrangements  and  children 
who  have  come  into  the  district  after  being  immunised  elsewhere. 
No  case  of  diphtheria  in  a  child  under  15  years  of  age  occurred 
during  the  first  six  months  of  1942. 

(b)  typhoid  fever — Xn  accordance  with  instructions 
from  the  Ministry  of  Health,  it  was  decided  by  the  Council  in 
January,  1941,  to  offer  free  immunisation  facilities  to  individuals, 
the  nature  of  whose  employment  exposed  them  to  special  risk, 
and  in  the  first  few  months  of  1941,  227  i\-R.P.,  A.F.S.  and  other 
volunteers  ancl  Police  were  immunised  at  the  Clinic  at  sx^ecial 
sessions  organised  on  similar  lines  to  those  for  diphtheria  immuni¬ 
sation. 


(c)  WHOOPING  COUGH  AND  MEASLES — The  Council  on 
the  advice  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  agreed  in  December, 
1940,  to  supply  free  of  cost  to  Medical  Practitioners  suitable 
vaccines  or  sera  for  the  treatment  or  prevention  of  these  diseases, 
in  accordance  with  Section  65  of  the  Urmston  Urban  District 
Council  Act,  1935.  So  far  only  the  vaccines  or  antigens  for 
whooping  cough  have  been  used,  there  being  no  demand  for  the 
measles  serum. 

DISINFECTION — The  number  of  houses  disinfected  after 
the  occurrence  of  infectious  diseases  was  165  during  the  year  under 
review. 


TUBERCULOSIS. — There  has  been  a  tendency  for  mor¬ 
tality  from  tuberculosis  to  rise  since  the  war  began,  in  the  country 
as  a  whole,  as  was  the  case  in  the  last  war.  In  view  of  this  the 
following  table  is  of  interest  and  shows  that  there  is  in  this  dis¬ 
trict  no  evidence  as  yet  of  any  rising  trend  since  the  war  began. 

Xhav  Notifications  of  Pufimonary  Tuberculosis. 


1939. 

1940. 

1941 

1st  Quarter 

6 

7 

8. 

2nd  Quarter 

7 

9 

10. 

3rd  Quarter 

13 

9 

4. 

4th  Quarter 

5 

10 

6. 

Total  ... 

31 

35 

28. 

X  EAV  OT I V I  CAT  ION 

OF  X^ON-PUUMONARA^  TUBERCULOSIS. 

1939. 

1940. 

1941 

1  st  Quarter 

6 

4 

2. 

2nd  Quarter 

6 

4 

6. 

3rd  Quarter 

5 

3 

3. 

4th  Quarter 

4 

5 

6. 

Total  . 

..  21 

16 

17. 

Details  of  the  cases  and  mortality  in  respect  of  1941  are 
shown  in  the  usual  Table  below. 


Table  V.— TUBERCULOSIS. 


New  Cases  and  Moutality  during  1911. 


New  Cases 


Age  Periods 

Kespiratory 

Noii- 

Hespinitory 

M. 

F. 

M. 

P. 

Years 

0— 

1  — 

3 

2 

5— 

2 

1 

5 

10— 

1 

15— 

1 

1 

20- 

2 

5 

25— 

6 

O 

1 

1 

35— 

5 

2 

45— 

1 

1 

1 

1 

55— 

65  upwards 

1 

'totals 

18 

10 

7 

10 

28 

17 

Deaths 


Respiratory 

Non-Respiratory. 

Al. 

F. 

M. 

O' 

2 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

3 

2 

2 

1 

V 

5 

3 

In  conclusion  I  desire  to  record  my  appreciation  of  the 
work  of  the  staff  of  the  Public  Health  Department  during  the 
year.  The  clerical  staff  has  undergone  further  changes  and  both 
male  members  are  serving  in  His  Majesty’s  Forces  in  the  Royal 
Army  Medical  Corps ;  it  has  been  necessary  to  engage  further 
temporary  staff  to  enable  the  work  of  the  Department  to  be  main¬ 
tained-  In  spite  of  these  changes,  and  of  the  extra  work  occa¬ 
sioned  by  the  Salvage  Scheme  in  its  ever  widening  scope,  and  by 
the  demands  of  Civil  Defence  work,  the  essential  Public  Health 
work  of  the  Department  has  been  efficiently  maintained. 

I  also  desire  to  thank  the  Chairman  and  members  of  the 
Health  and  Housing  Committee  for  the  help  and  support  given  to 
the  Deiiartment. 


A.  V.  STOCKS, 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


